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YOUTH CORNER

Worship Assistants

Kid's Club Sunday, November 16
We’ve completed a series on Jonah ad Liturgist: Confirmation | Class {8grade)
the whale — hearing and then telling the .
story, games and crafts. Greeters: Matthew Diehl, Donny Musser
It's never too late to start class! Ushers: Garrett Brest, Todd Wallace
All youth kindergarten through™grade Frank Duffy, Brad Nussbaum

are invited to meet on Wednesday

evenings, 5-6:30. Dinner is served to pll
participants. YOUTH AND MENTORS

Then all are invited to join Carol Choir November 9
The group meets from 6:30 — 7:15.

Youth and Mentors an Oilers hockey gan
There will be no Kid’s Club or Carol in Wooster. Game time is 4:30 (warm-ug
Choir on Wednesday, November 26. at 4). We’ll meet at the arena. Tickets a
$6 adults, $3 students. We should be hg
around 7.

Nes
S
€
me

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP CALENDAR AND NEWS

November 2 6-8 PM Hayride and bonfire at D&hMeet at the church to ride out to

Diehl's. We’'ll return to the church via wagon at Briends are invited. See youth newslet-

ter for more details.

November 6 5:15-7 Friendship Meals — two stotsopen. See Sharon if interested in
serving.

November 9 YF for grades 629 Food?

November 16 FYE for grades 9-12.
YF for grades 8-8Food?

November 23 NO YF — Advent Family Night in Felldws Hall

November 30 6 PM YF Food?

Comments, questions, concerns? Please contacrSmaphone at 330-683+
0715 or E-mail at youth.cucc@zoominternet.net.
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i our order to Cedar Lane Greenhouse by NovembelSb4. gi l
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I order in the offering plate or take it to the chuadfice. :
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130,+24(1 Morth YTD Budget
) : Seps
E - # $ + - Current Fund
. . Income $18,386 $178,000 $218,718
- M) 22 Expenses $18,785 $190,972 $204,135
. # Net Surplus(Deficit) $ (399) $(12,972) $ 14,583
>t Benevolent Fund $ 2,330 $ 31,386 $ 46,215
Seeds May Grow $ 548
Sunday Offerings are $2,223 less than last yeapeses are $1,458 more

than last year. The deficit of $12,972 is $3,6589erthan last year.
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Aha! Have you had that moment, when something whath mystified you up to now suddenly becomes @lé#ce the day
in freshman algebra when you suddenly understoadtiadratic equation. Okay, perhaps that wasrdbd gxample, but
you know what | mean.

One such moment came to me as | was standingnih dfdhe bathroom mirror. | was in my mid-forties)d | was
considering whether it was twenty or thirty pouhdgeded to lose, when the prophet Shirley appaargzime, saying,
“What would happen if we gave ten percent of oaome to the church?” Jarred from my weighty memiteand taken
completely by surprise, | replied, “Nothing, | s@sp.” “Good,” she said, “Can we start this Sunddy® difficult to argue
with God when you're standing in your underwear.&ee been tithing since that day.

In my defense, it was not as though | had nevesidened the idea. | had, years before, developedadnorate spreadsheet,
laying out a plan under which | would move from owrrent level of giving to a tithe over a periodyefirs so that when |
was “older” and “could afford it” | would be a t&h. It was like a plan to enter the pool by firattmg in a toe, then a foot,
then one leg, until | was all in. Then darned ime@ne more faith-focused than | didn't come alamdyshove me in when |
wasn't ready.

In truth, it was a silly plan, anyway, because nofhe money was ever mine. It is all on loan ®from God. | am to be a
faithful steward of all of it, giving a portion blato God through the church, and using the rebvéoa Christian life to the
best of my ability.

In my fifty years, there are a couple of thingsavé learned. One is that if | follow God's planngs inevitably work out
better than if | follow my own plan. The other @t no matter how much money | earn, | can finchg t@ spend it, and |
will come to think of that spending as necessary.

Got your excuses ready? Let me give you a shovetWhbuld happen if you gave ten percent to thedtiGot your
calculator ready? Good news — you won't need pp8sie you get your paycheck and it is for $850. dnve decimal one
place to the left. Write the church a check for &8 put it in your offering envelope. Done.

Aren't you tired of hearing me get up on Sundaymmys and beg for money to meet the church's exgsénisle too! More
good news — if you're giving ten percent, I'm radkihg to you! They say ignorance is bliss, so ignme and be happy. Just
tune me out and use the time to say a prayer okthto God for the abundance with which you havendsessed.

Not ready? Perhaps you heard me coming and braxedejf. After all, there are necessities for whyoln have committed
to spend that money. That $85 might representldirge pizzas, a night out with the family at a niestaurant, or several
premium cable channels. Over a

1 & year's time, it might mean the
difference between an ordinary
/1 television and that giant plasma
7, 3 screen.

02

01 $ If five percent is more than you're

ol 1% giving now, how about trying that?
T -" 3 Move the decimal and then divide by
05) o two. Still not terribly complicated
' math. But if you've been giving a
& $ o" .6 fixed dollar amount for years, even
%$ & 6 as your family income has grown, at
' " least try to figure out what
2%+ $ percentage of your paycheck that
represents. Then pick a percentage
, that you think fairly reflects your
7 % - * " + gratitude for the abundance God has
given you and give that amount.

, _ v And if sometime when you're not
12 ) . expecting it that shove does come,
don't worry. Just come on in — the
6 /s & 10) ) &33 water's fine.
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